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X FLO RATIONS into the mysteries
of the San Juan country in Utah
bounded within the Elk mountains

cn the and the angle formed by
tau Juan rivers are to be made by 11-

i A Culmer the artiat and Samuel T
AY hi taker under the t16ftbV11ifr-

mm relal club Thwj explorers left
vterday for Bluff City Juan

omity where they will
months rovletons and several g1ni-
t aaaiet theni in their expedition Abus of supplies will be establishedt of some stream in the Elkountams and from thatpoint they

to work their way into the un
non ountry
No living creatures save coyotes and

make thir hoin in this deso1 Country Even the scientist hasled to penetrate into the depths of
tTis region and the geological age of
Vie rooks has been Ift undetermined
i h government surveying and explor-
ation parties have spent years battlingv th the cataracts in their descent

wn the Colorado and San Juan riversTry sue In penetrating iito t
ns of the country and the tributaries-
the San Juan There

ins of the habitation of Vanished
es In desolate and barren places on

iigefe and in vavcv whose his

the aborigines lived only known
told by these ruins by their bones

their pottery their rude garments
OR and weapons Hieroglyphics and
srrlptkms are scratched on th cliffs

th translation has never been ren

Canyons Never Hitherto Explored-
The side canyons extending far into

unknown which always
e sent a perpendicular face thousands

in depth have never ex
1 The ollffs and gorges seem

most unapproachable No strearrs
from this regiiii and the scarcity

water adds to the difficulty of ex
oration What records of the cliff
ivellers are engulfed in this territory

unknown It is evident that they
1iiilt their homes and fortiflcations in
tlii region as they did in the surround-
ing valleys and cliffs Wild rumor
nine from the cowboys who hay

risked their lives in roaming about in
Th Elk mountains that villages and
r seers can be seen In the distance on

iffs Great natural bridges are also
ported
Th evidence of erosion for centuries
everywhere present The lower strata

MI this country is said to be sandstone
while the upper formation is a con-
glomerate deposit of evolutionary
tocks The has yielded
most to erosion and the whole country
s carved and sculptured

Tradition of the Moquis
An old tradition has been handed
wn for centuries among the Moqui

of Indians in Arizona It was told
explorer by an old chief through

i Interpreter He said
Formerly the aborigines inhabited
this tountr as far n the

iirad watT of the San Juan as far
rth as the Rio Dolonrs west to the

intersection of the Colorado and San
Juan an1 south throughout Arizona
They lived there from time Immemorial

ml cultivated the valleys Once they
v err visited by strangers from the
north supposed to be the ancestors of
the present who fell upon them

devastated their farms To save
their lives they built houses upon the

tiffs whre they could store their
grain and defend themselves These
strangers worshipped the sun and soon

the inhabitants from their homes
across the cheerless uplands For

moons thy fought until the hol
lows in the rooks wore fllkd with the
mingled flood of conquerors and con-
quered Victory was with the tUff
dwellere and they beat their foes back
out of the country They moved grad-
ually further south into th deserts of
Arizona and there built new homes

The Moquis still occupy the haunts-
of their forefathers on almost unap-
proachable cliffs where they are care-
fully preserving thtm

May Find Mineral Resources
into the of that country

that Mr Culmer and Mr AYhitaker In-

tend to go put on record the won
tills scenic stretch of land
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Their researches will not only deal with
the clffdweHrs but also with the
mineral resources supposed to be there
Mr ulmer will make paintings and
Mr Whitac will take the
complete equipment of a photographer
so as to bring back illustrations as well
as data They do not intend to go into
this as vandals to destroy what
ever they rtnd but rather t preserve
iI and unearth the imstcrlet of the
region club h oat
only interested in opening u the tuea
ures of the country but it believes the

tract of land should be set aside-
as a national park

The discoveries already made in
southern part of the state are exten
sive and some of the pottery feather
cloth and matting unearthed in the
cliff dwellings are among the best spec-
imens ever found 1 nthe burial places-
of th aborigines mummies have been
dug up In large numbers and some of
them can be seen In the Deseret

at the University of Utnh The
evidences of mound builders extend as
fnr north a Utah Lake and a chain of
ruins con be traced clear Into the re

of tho Sell Juan It is along tills
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line that Mr Mr Whitakor
will proceed after leaving railroad-
at Thompsons Springs Front Moab
tlisy will g to Moiiticellb Here the
trail crosses the head Qt Devils

and then follows down the Ha Mots
canyon to Blurt City sltuutwl in H

valley surrounded by table lends once
the old river bed of the San Juan
river

May Bc Seen From Bluff City
This valley is tilled with ruins and

with the Raked eye a sixteenroom cliff
htnise can be centeror
the city Farther down the valley the
ruins of watch are found and
mounds have been opened up contain-
ing mummies and relies The homes of
the residents f Bluff CIty are

with valuable implements made
of flint war clubs large water jugs
carved and figured and various kinds of
rush matting The whole valley bears
evidence that It was once cultivated toy
the lowland villagers and cavedwell
ers VVthln a a few
from Bluff City are to be found the
most remarkable ruins in the valleys
and canyons of the San Juan the RIo
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The unexplored legion lies
west of Bluff City and from here theparty will launch out into the wastes
and deserts of the Elk mountains

J They have employed J A Scorup of
mutt City as a guide with three or
four other men somewhat acquainted i

with the country to assist them in

with that section of the
try said to contain natural curiosities-
and remarkable ruins They have be1
held from a distance some of these J

but most of this vast country
f Anly known to them by rumors The
trail out by the guides crosses I

the Butler Wash and up the Comb
ridge It follows the Comb valley to
the headwaters of Comb creek near i

the Orejas Del Oso on the summit of
the Elk mountains Their base of sup

be established in that neigh
borhood and they will work their way
from that point into the country They
will endeavor to wend their way
through that region until they reach
the Cataract canyon of the Colorado
river and then extend their explora
llQrt further south They expect to
speud thirty days in their research
fot natural curiosities and mineral

If the rumont front this won
ift rful country prove to be true and
the natural resources are of any value
other parties will be on more ex-
tensive trips to probe the entire tract
of laud

Some Mining Explorations
i Mlnin explorations were made
yUHis ago into the region surrounding
Monticello south to the Juan and
over into Colorado Several Salt Lak

l ers are Mill interested in mining prop
I erty through that district and among
I them are pioneers of that territory who
I went there in search of gold At that

north
t

J their expedition ThEse men are
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time but few bite men had settled
there and the country as roamed
ovtr by Mexicans and by Navajo Mo
qui and Pinto Indians

S Dickinson of Salt ity
through the southern i rt

of Colorado and Utah a number of
years ago and besides staking out min-
ing claims be followed the halfbrok-
en trails through some of the roughest
country where but few explorers had
been Mr Dickinson Las a collection-
of pottery tools weapons and other
materials which he found on his pros-
pecting trip He sold His mining
property soon alter he went there but
since that time he haws made half a
dozen trips into the valleys of the Lit-
tle Colorado across the Navajo In
dian reservation and along the tribu
taries of the San Juan river He tells
of the dangers of wandering into these
mountains where no trails have been
broken and where water is scarce away
from the main streams The Indians
throughout that country who have in
habited it for years have landmarks
that guide them to springs and pools
he says Without guides parties have
been lost and some of them have died
from thirst while persons
have been killed by slipping from elSe
into the ravines and gorges encountered-
in climbing about the country

How Indians Procure Water
Mr Dickinson tells the following in-

cident which occurred on one of his
trips

On one ocewMijn a p irty of us were
cliiuhttis through some rough country
and we had been water for
wine tithe AVe traveled on however
in hopes of timltng a small pool or
spring AVe kept going but no water
was found One or two hi the party

thirsty that it seemed neces
snry to steps and make
for the main stream at the bottom of
the Just as we were about-
to turn back a couple of Indians were
seen coming up a narrow gulch below
us They got off their horses and 1

turned my Held glasses on them They
sat down on the aud and commenced
digging In a short time they had a
small hole dug and it soon tilled with
water They drank let their ponies
drink and then tilled up the hole and
smoothed the sand It was only a
short distance from us and we soon
got to and opened up a hole
thereby saving the lives of some of the
party-

In the valleys and eanyoixs of the
Ilio Mancos the Rio McEln o the Ho-
venweop and the Rio Chelly branches-
of the San Juan river are found the
largest and most remarkable ruins in
the United States These rivers rise
in Colorado Arizona and New Mexico
but cross the boundary line of Utah
before flowing into the San Juan
For miles arotrg the latter the ruins
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of th llors arc found and
volumes have l n written about them
The caiiyoiits hat boon described as a
succession of bomhes om above the
other for hundreds of feet in height
and connected by the steep slopes of
the talus All along these so U l
benches are villages containing k
ilrcds of rooms Along the seannH of
the crevices walls have been
build up enclosing them and the small-
er apartments built up on the iasMe
Some are only accessible by Hard
climbing with lingers and toes insert-
ed in the seams of Others
are built on towering plateaus and are
believed to have been used as fortifl
rations On the river bottoms great
caves have been walled up anti the
structures are mostly underground

Perfect Specimens of Masonry
The masonry work on some of th

ruins is perfect The stones are cut
to uniform size and perfectly smooth
Mortar is used in laying some of the
structures and it is almost as Hard mm

the rocks As a general rule the ruins
are square but in the Hovenweep near-
ly a thus far found are round-

In these canyons are found burial
places and in some of them numerous
mummies have been taken out It ap-
pears to have been the custom oC
people to bury all the posaeseioro with
the body It is evident that great care
was taken of the dead and their bodfe
were quite surrounded with pottery
war clubs and matting over which
were stone slabs covered with char-
coal and burnt corn

Pottery has not only been found ha
the graves but it is strewn alt over
the about the ruins Va-
rious kinds have been picked up in a
rough grey resembling wicker
ware The coiled ware is found both
in figured and smooth pieces The doe
rating of some of the pottery mtnM
have beet i done with great care The
ornaments stand out from the

in different colors though gen-
erally painted in red ochre Hiero-
glyphics are carved all over the cliffs
and twine of them are three and four
hundred feet above the river bottom
Many of them are pictures of animals
and birds

Besides the discoveries which have
been made in the country surrowmiinK
this vast unknown region overt greater
ruins are expected to be found bjr Mr
Culmer and Mr Whitaker on their ex-
pedition
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Chicago News

The young playwright boidiy enter
the private office of the New
atrical manager

T have he
The theatrical manager adjusted i

glasses-
Is it exciting Modern playgoer I

nand real explosions and iv

It uld nut fee wore exciting
IK last pct there is a real
bile explosion that Mows the B
away and the next ntomotit Xfoo1
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